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INTRODUCTION, 


HE mournful oceafion of a funeral. | 


Diſcourſe, at this time, is the de- 


ceaſe of our valuable, and. much eſteemed. 


Siſter, MRS. ELIZABETH BeNsSTED ; 


a perſon well known to moſt of the mem- 


bers of this Church, and as far as known 
beloved. From her firſt awakenings to 


the moment of her diſſolution, ſhe was 
peculiarly favoured with a deep ſenſe of 
her own inſignificancy, helpleſſneſs, and 


natural depravity; ſhe enjoyed a conſtant 
acquaintance with the plague of her heart, 
and well underſtood Paul's experience, as 
at large defined in Rom. vii. On this ac- 


count ſhe lay low in the preſence and ſight 
of God, and would ſilently have retired 


from an untenable body into the peaceful 


aſſembly above, where fin and ſorrow are 


no longer known, Had therefore her own 
inclination prevailed over her regard for 
the public good, her departure from the 
- militant to the triumphant Church, had 
paſſed without public notice. But being 

A 2 per- 


' 


4 | INTRODUCTION. 


| perſuaded by a much eſteemed friend, that 


ſome improvement of the ſolemn Provi- 
dence, might, through a divine blefling» 
be of uſe to the Living, ſhe readily con- 


ſented that there ſhould. be a funeral dif- 


courſe, and gave a Text, the choice of 

which, at once diſcovered, 
I. The ſenſe ſhe retained to the very 

laſt, of her own unworthineſs, and of the 


total emptineſs of every thing ſhort of 


Chriſt's atonement, on which ſhe could 


place any, the leaſt dependance. 


2. The glory and excellence of the Re- 
deemer's all-ſufficiency to fave, even to 


the uttermoſt, all that come unto God by 


him ; all that truſt 1 in him for life and ſal- 
vation. 


3. That her ſole dependance for accep- 


| tance with God, and admiſſion into the 


heavenly manſions, was upon the ſhed 
blood of a crucified Jeſus, who obeyed to 
the death, and who, by once offering him» 
1elf a facrifice for fin, for ever perfected 
all who are ſanQtified. Reſting upon 
this bleſſed truth ſhe triumphed over 
Death, reſigned her weary emaciated bo- 


by to the grave, and ſteadily ſet her face 


for 
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for Eternity, that ſhe * joy her God 
and Saviour. MOHR: 


The words, which with her dying breath 
ſhe made choice of, are theſe, - 


1 Joan i. 7. The Blood of eſis Crit, his 
Son, leanſeth us from all Sin. 


The penman of this Epiſtle was John 


the divine, who being called to the apoſ- 
tleſhip in early life, was admitted to pe- 
_ culiar familiarity with his Lord and Maſ- 


ter, inſomuch that he is diſtinguiſhed by 
that endearing name, the Beloved Diſci- 
ple. As ſuch we find him leaning at ſup- 
per on the boſom of Jeſus, that awful 
evening, on which he was betrayed ; which 
ſhews, that the familiarity, to which he 
was admitted, continued to the laſt, and 
that whom Jeſus loved, he loved them to 
the end. He was now an old man; this 
epiſtle being wrote about the year go, and 
the Crown of Glory flouriſhed upon his 


head, his feet having kept faſt in the way 
of righteouſneſs, He lived to ſee the 
| myſtery of iniquity working in a variety 


of forms, and even to hear the Deity of 
bY: his 


26:1 
; his beloved Maſter called in queſtion; 
which gave him occaſion, both in his 
Goſpel and Epiſtles, ſo to eſtabliſh that 
fundamental Doctrine of Chriſtianity, that 
all who fight againſt it labour in vain, and 
act like thoſe who beat the air. 1 
The perſon of whom our apoſtle writes, 
is, JIxsus CHRIST the Son of Gop. je- 
ſus, the Saviour, who, according to the 
import of his name, ſhall ſave all his per- 
ple from their ſins. Which name were 
improperly applied to him, if he did no 
more than teach unto mankind the way of 
obedience, and die to confirm the doctrine 
which he delivered; a ſaving from ſin 
evidently implying an exertion of ſaving 
power, as well as exhibiting proper rules 
for governing our converſation. JESUS 


Cuxis r, the anointed Saviour. A name 


analogous to his office. He was called; 
he accepted the call ; he was ſet up as the 
covenant head of his people; was ſealed - 
by an immeaſurable effuſion of the holy 
ſpirit, and he was ſent into eur. world as 
the repreſentative of all who ſhould be- 
lieve in his name; to live, to die their ſub- 
ſtitute and friend, and was known amongſt 
mankind 


t 7 1. 
mankind yy that . name Chrif | 


Ns Chriſt, ha * of Bb, fo Pi 
nel by the prophet Iſalah ix. 6. Unto 
us @ cbild is borne," unto: us à fon is. given. 
80 ſure, ſo confident was this prophet. of 
the truth of his prediction, that he ſpeaks 
of things to come as if already accom» 


pliſhed. And that he ſhould be revealed . 


the ſon of God with power, he enume- 
rates his titles, as The WonDaRFUL 
 Covungeiiok, : the Micury Gop, the 
RVRLASTING FATHER, and the PRINOR 
of Pac“, names eee 9 
iuftriot to the Son of Gd. 
The ſubject matter of the 1050 is, ts 
important doctrine of atonement, without 
which there could be no flvation for any 
of the human race. A doctrine, indeed, 
like its great Author, every where ſpoken 
| againſt ; a ſtumbling to the Glf-applaud» 
ing Phariſee, and faoliſhneſs to the wile 
philoſophic Grecian ; deemed. an abſur- 
dity by many maſters in Iſrael of our 
day, notwithſtanding to them Who be- 
lieve it is the power of Goll. and the wiſ- 
2 God. Tho doing of hos 
1 as 


©, WOT. 

Has been, in every age, a ſure dependance 
to all who have ventured their ſalyation 
upon it. It bore up the confidence of our 
departed friend, in her greateſt afflictions, 
even in the agonies of dying. Agonies 
which fail not to put faith, in all its con- 
nections, to the trial; and there is great 
reaſon to think, that what many people 

applaud as rational faith, will deſert its 
votaries in the time of their greateſt ne- 
ceſſity. But mark thoſe whoſe only truſt 
4s the blood of atonement ; whatever their 
lives may be reſpecting outward circum- 
ſtances, what troubles ſoever they are cal- 
led to paſs through, the latter end ſhall be 
—— unſpeakable. 24 

The doctrine principally ariſing from the 
words may bs! 1 up: in _ W 
_ proj Sp 

A fin is a — which) bas 40 b the 
. human race, God has, bis infinite 
Ven providid e Gertighrremaiy, wit bbw 
ed fountain, effettual to cleanſe all thoſe who 
flee for refuge to the bope jet before them in 
the goſpel, © 

This propolition bete befoce us, in one 
view, the ruin: and recovery of mankind, 
arr? and 


t 2 


and e quently 9 ek the marrow 3 
the con Zolpel. In opening it 1 hall 
I. enk of that moral defilement hich 


renders the 5 ri indiſpen- 
fibly neceſſary. TY . 


as to cleanſe from all ſin, © | 
| 3 Point out ſome of the natural effects 
produced by waſhing only in this aue 
tain. 2 
4. Deduce ſome pratical remarks from 
the doctrine delivered, as a general im- 
provement of the whole. ante Bus 
I. Speak of that moral defilement, which 
renders the cleanſing Fountain indiſpenſt- 
* neceſſary. That is Sin. 05 


Stu, Which is nothing ſhort of an af- 
front offered to the Majeſty of Heaven; 
downright rebellion. againſt our Maker; 
and therefore it is, that every deſcendant 
of guilty Adam, whether male or female, 


is attainted of high treaſon, as a breaker of 


the righteous Ind immutable law. This, 
Sirs, is our fad eſtate as we come into the 
world, in virtue of our relation to him who 
firſt dated to > tranſgreſs 3 ; who Rood; in a 

2 "8 * e 
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| 
| 
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IL. to 
public capacity reſpanſible for all his pro- 
geny. It ought never to be forgotten, us 
this pollution is natural and hereditary : 
the fountain having imbibed the contagion, 
the ſtreams of courſe became unclean. 1 


is morally impoſſible, when the root is 
poiſoned, that the branches and fruit ſhould 
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be poſſeſſed of no deadly quality, ſeeing 


from the connection between cauſe and 
effect, of what nature ſoever the root may 


be, of that ſame nature muſt be the fruit 


and branches. 

Moreover, this moral pollution, thus 
entailed upon all mankind, is of an inter- 
nal nature. Its ſeat. is the heart, and its 
influence affects every, power and faculty 
of the mind, ſo that it hath wholly in- 
verted the diſpoſition. of. the ſoul. Man 
is now, no longer, like that being which 


God originally made him; ſeeing all the 


imaginations of the thoughts of his heart 
are only evil, and that continually; by 
nature prone to diſobey the pureſt precept, 
and embrace the moſt abject ſlavery. This 
is apparent from that total perverſion of 
the converſation; as bent towards ſelf, 
and the world in one form or other, in- 


. ſtead 


L111 

ſtead of ſetting the Lord before us, and 
aiming at his glory. Indeed, how can 
the life and converſation but be perverſe, 
and contrary to the will and mind of the 
infinitely holy God, ſeeing the heart of 
man is declaredly deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked ? 

This moral pollution of the whole man 
is mortal in its nature, and inevitably ter- 
minates in death, if the finner is not 
brought to waſh in the fountain opened 
in the houſe of David. It is a ſelf-evi- 
dent propoſition, that ** the reward of fin 
is death; and it is altogether impoſſi- 
ble it ſhould be otherwiſe. If God is holy, 
he cannot but hate fin ; if he is juſt, he 
muſt bring it into condemnation. Were 
he to depart from this rule, one or other 
of his moral perfections would ſuffer loſs, 

and he muſt ceaſe to be that infinitely per- 
fect Being, - which the ſcriptures every 
where repreſent him. 

Theſe things thus enumerated, render 
this defilement truly awful ; but the moſt 
affecting conſideration Mill, is, all are by 
nature inſenſible of its malignancy, Al 
are polluted, yet all are ignorant of the 
B 2 ſtain, 


G 
ſtain, till hs Holy Ghoſt comes 7 
on the day of calling Grace, : and 
opens the. ſinner's eyes to apprehend. his 
perſonal | miſery. | You know it is the 
province. of that bleſſed Comforter to con- 
vince of actual tranſgreſſions, and by thoſe 
muddy, ſtreams, to lead the ſinner into an 
acquaintance with the poiſoned fountain ; 
an heart deceitful above all things, and by 
nature deſperately wicked. 


What views bath the ſinner now of him- 
ſelf? His lofty looks are brought low; his 
glory falls into the duſt; and from the 
height of phariſaical pride, he ſinks down 
into the lowlineſs of the publican. His 
life is bad; but ah ! his heart is unſpeak- 
ably worſe. His beart, which he once 
thought paſſable enough, appears now, 

alas! as a neſt of filthy ſerpents; a den 
of hurtful dragons, or a cage of deteſtable 
birds. His prayers, by which he once 
thought he did God good ſervice, loſe 
all their ſuppoſed excellence, appear as 
an abomination; and in a word, ſuch 
is the ſtate of his ſoul, that every evil 
ſeems to be attendant upon him. 


1 


What, 


TW. 
What, beſides the inward defilement of 
his nature, made the great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, with "ſuch a pathos. exclaim, 
« O coretched man that I am?” Not all 
the ſcourges of the children of men ; not 
all the perſecutions he met with at the 
hands of God's enemies, could wring ſo 
much as a complaint from him, for he 
| had learned, in every ſtate therewith to 
be contented. But the law in his mem- 
bers warring conſtantly with the law in 
his mind, the defilement of his nature 
under which he groaned, being burdened, 
made him cry, O wretched man that 
I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body 
of this death.“ 
If you, my dear hearers, are acquaint- 
ed with the plague of your own hearts, 
you will alſo have an experience ſomething 
ſimilar to that of the apoſtle; of all your 
afflictions, the moral defilement of your 
nature will be the greateſt ; and of all your 
burdens the moſt intolerable. ; 
So long as this pollution works (and 1 
will work till death) will the blood of Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, the Son of God, be found ne- 
ceſſary for cleanſing. Yes, believers, your 
lateſt - 


Fs F 
5 ER 
lateſt breath will confeſs the depravity of 
your nature; and the greateſt of ſaints 
ſhall die conſcious ſinners, leaning on the 
Redeemer's all ſufficiency. Perhaps that 
perſon who hath the deepeſt ſenſe of in- 
dwelling fin, gives the beſt evidence of 
high attainment in the divine life. This 
evidence was moſt conſpicuous in our dear 
| departed friend, even to her lateſt mo- 


ments. Yes, when her feet were put into 


the cold ſtream of Jordan, and her back 
was turned upon all times connections, 
and enjoyments, ſhe ſaw as much need of 
Chriſt and Mercy as ſhe had ever dane be- 
fore. In life, ſhe walked, like the ſpouſe, 
through the wilderneſs leaning upon her 
Beloved ; and ſhe found her need of him 
ſtill greater when ſhe came to put off her 
untenable body, Mercy good Lord was 
all her plea, this was the total ſum of 
what ſhe wanted. She was willing, yea, 
even deſirous of being ſaved, as a ſinner, 
in whom Jeſus ſhould be abundantly glo- 
' rified 9. 

Thus 
*The attendants on her death- bed, no doubt, re- 
member her ardent __—_ under a ſenſe of — 
tu 


'® LE” 

Thus much with reſpect to that moral 
pollution incident to all men, and which 
renders the cleanſing Fountain indiſpen- 
fibly neceflary. The fountain itſelf comes 
next into confideration, as the 


II. Thing propoſed, and concerning 
which, miſtaken notions have prevailed in 
every age. Much cleanſing influence has 
been unjuſtly aſcribed to the tears of re- 
pentance, and that too by ſome of emi» 
nent character. That repentance is a ve- 


tural ſinfulneſs, of which the following are given as a 
ſpecimen, << Lord have mercy upon thine infant child 
Save à poor periſhing ſinner, Lord, for _ thine own 
ſake” —Surely the Lord Jeſus will not let a poor ſinner 
periſh at his feat; a ſinner that comes to him only for fal- 
vation He will not, he cannot caſt meayway ; he muſt five 
me, for T have no other hope, and I know that he is 
able. Mercy, good Lord I want nothing but mercy! 
On thy mercy I rely—O put me not off with a baſ- 
tard's portion | O, to be freed from ſin—Merciful. Jeſus 
releaſe me from this body of fin. Thou knoweſt I can 
do nothing, but remember thou thine own work 
When under peculiar buffetings and temptations reſ- 
pecting her ſtate one night, ſhe cried out, No, the 
enemy ſhall not have me If I periſh, it ſhall be at the 
feet of Jeſus, where no poor ſinger ever periſhed.” 
From which time her ſoul _ peace and com- 


5 9 ; 


e 

ry deſirable, bleſling, none, will deny who 
know the, neceſſity of it. It is even to be 
prayed for as a gift of grace; but thoſe 
who depend. upon its tears to cleanſe, the 
guilty conſcience, or to gain acceptance 
with their Maker, will one day be con- 
vinced of their fatal miſtake. If repen- 
tance be genuine, as the fruit of the holy 


ſpirit, it will not diſhonour Jeſus, by aſ- 


ſuming any of his prerogatives, nor exalt 


Itſelf as in any ſenſe his rival, but with 


all lowlineſs and ſubmiſſion, will lie at 


his pierced feet, willingly owning, at 
aw ſalvation is from the Lord. . 
Nor is this Fountain the blood of vic- 


tims ſlain under the law, although lain 


by divine appointment. ; Theſe all point= | 


ed to the meritorious death and ſufferings 
of the Lamb of God, and were aboliſhed, 
on that memorable day, when Jeſus, by 
once offering himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin, 
abrogated the law of ceremonies, and for 
ever perfected all that were ſanctified. 


1 


In ſpeaking to this bead, it e be | 
proper, | 
1. To take ſome notice of its s cleanſing 


. : 
op | 2. Te 0 


5. 

2. To 3 from whence its virtue | 
* is OT oecd of > reg! 

Te ſhew ko it appeals this Jeſus 

Chriſt is that identical 2 N deno- 
minated the Son of God? 42 


* The cleanſing influence of the opeg- 
Y fountain is effectual and extenſive. 
« The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son 


1.8 cleanſeth from ALL Sin,” 80 compre- 


benſiye its; purifying virtue, as to, ſtop the 
mouth of that poor ſinner, who. dares not 
venture upon Jeſu as a Saviour, and em- 
brace the comforts of his ſalyation, be- 
cauſe of the greatneſs of his ini- 
quity. See him ſtand trembling upon 
the brink of deſpair, — Hear his deſ- 
ponding complaint, „ Alas | My fins, are 
of ſo deep a dye; my rebellions ſo awe- 
fully aggravated, that I dare not look up 
in hope; I dare not call the Redeemer 
mine. How ſhall I look to a pierced Sa- 
viour ? How ſhall I truſt in the mercy of 
an offended God? Stop trembling ſin- 
ner; — Ceaſe from uttering the lah» 
guage of deſpair, — for the Holy Ghoſt 
bath inſerted this text, on purpoſe to con- 


— 


. a 
wy | : 
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. fute 2 of thine unbelieving 

bdaueart. The blood of Jeſus Chriſty the 
it Son of God, cleanſeth from ALL sIN.“ 
| IIIt is not ſaid, from certain fins 5 or from 
I ſuch as are venial in their nature, Not 
i WS fins which have not been attended with 
i ſuch, or ſuch appravations ; ; but all fin; 
Wl all that is comprehended under that name, 
| and capable of being laid upon the con- 


| ſeience of the offender-. All rebellion a- 
1 gainſt the righteous eternal law, whether 
- conſiſting of original guilt, or actual tranſ- 
greſſion. All fin of heart-defilement, im- 
pure workings of thought, iniquitous 

| words and worke. Stronger language 
could not be uſed, than the divine Author 
j } of the ſcriptures hath choſen in a variety 


of places, to ſet forth the ſufficiency of 
the. Redeemer' s atoning ſacrifice. You re- 


collect that bleſſed page which you heard 
opened in the former part of the day &. 
W hat grammarian could uſe ſtronger terms, 
than lt is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
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into the world to ſave Jmners, of whom I 
am _ We The manner in which this 
not o Ne | 0% 2 0% (allvas © 


d By our kids Steeyens, f 1 Tim. i. 15, 
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| ſalration:of finners' is wrought, is "repre" 
ſented in terms equally i{trong and expreſs 
ſive. * Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law; being made a curſe 
for us: for it is written, curſed” is' ney" 
one that hangeth on a tree“. 
Vou may obſerve aer, u it is not 
only all fig from which the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt doth cleanſe,” but this cleanſing * 
expreſſed: in the ipreſent tenſe,” including”! 
both paſt and future, like the ineommu- 
nicahle naine of its great Author. 
This precious blood did not cleanſe We 1 
at that hour when. the apoſtle wrote this! 
epiſtle, but it had cleanſed the elect, even 
from the days af Adam, and therefore it 
is, that Jeſus is ſaid to be a lamb-flain N. 8 
the ſoundation of the world. 704 3707] T ie | 
It is as ſufficient to.dleanſe now; and to 
theiend:of time; ag When it was ſhed: on | 
mount Calrary. God will have all his peo- 
ple clean, without pot or blemiſh, or any 
ſuch thing, befare he receives them into 
the bliſsful and undefiled manſions of glos 
ry 1 in otder to which he hath opened a 
fountain in the houſe af David, in Which 
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einne * Gal. lil, 13. * 
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the. Kiste of God awaſh; and males 
This bleſſed fountain hall ſtand — 
all comers, effectual to cleanſe from ſin, 
even to the end of the world ſo eee 
the number of the elect 18 made up, the 
blood of Jeſus ſhall: have the ſole honour 
of having eleanſed them from all en, 
both of the fleſh and of the ſpirit. 
The queſtion that comes dre! heſode us 
is, how is it that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſon of God, doth' cleanſe from alk ſin? 
To which it may be anſwered, becauſe it 
is atoning blood, and as ſuch cleanſeth re- 
latively and imputati vely. Being the blood - 
of the ſubſtitute, it hath welcanfing effect 
upon the principal; to wWhom it is ſaid, 
by him ho is infinitely holy, . Thou art 
all fair my love, there is no ſpot in thee:”?: 
All fair, becauſe waſhed from perſonal and 
relative defilement; without ſpot, being 
compleat in him who is head over all things 
to his church, and in whom the whole fa- 
mily of Heaven and Darth is named. 
How black foever the ſpouſe was, in her 
ewn perſon, | becauſe the ſun had looked 
_ __ EAR with the blood of a- 


Ni e tonement, 
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tone ment, infinite Rolineſs itſelf eould not | 


difceen in her the leaſt ſpot of imperfection. 
It vras Chriſt's profeſſed intetition, in 
coming into the world, to give himſelf a 
ranſom for many; even for alb that ſhall be 
faved;' for all the members of- His myſtical 
body, united with him in the dete of 
election, that be might cleanſe them from 
all \unrighteouſneſs,” preſent them to his 
father wich exceeding”; Joy. and thus to 
| Ane, evety heir of immortal 


glory." 152 AOL 9411 Wh 15 01 1 Das Ho Ut 
10 1K way be farthet alerted; chat the 


reigning * power of fin che het t is ſub⸗ | 


dued only by theapplicatioh of this bloc 
to the guilry conſcience. It may "be queſ= 


Acc, If the awful terrors . A relentle 
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the moment the blood of atonement is 
ddctrinally applied by the Holy Ghol#tg | 
the ſoul, fin falls before its power, as Da- 

gon did before the ark of the 3 
lo that it hath dominion no longer. For, 


* 


ſaith 
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faith the Holy Ghoſt, The blood of 
Chriſt, who, through the eternal -ſpirit, 
offered himſelf - without ſpot unto: God, 
ſhall purge, your conſejences from dead 
works to ſerve the living God Wand 
i: After all, ſo deeply rooted is W de, 
pravity, that even when the conſcience is 
thus purged from dead works, the body of 
indwelling- ſin continues to live, and to 
work within. Threatens ſtill to have the 
maſtery, ſtill to regain its former: domi: 
nion, and ſtill to carry the ſoul captive into 
its abominable ways. The removal of 
this natural, evil may indeed be Fell called 
the finiſhin of inwrougbt ſalvatiqp 3 t the 
headſtone of that ſpiritual building which 
ſhall be brought forth with ſhautings 
Grace, Grace unto, it. . Whigh, ſhall 
be accompliſhed only as it was begun 1 by 


the application of the blood of Je to 


| the heart. It i is this which breaks. the 


wer of Gin in conyerſion, which eradi- 
cates its being at death, and which makes 
thy. ſoul, O believer, holy even as Cheiſt 


5 is holy s 3.4 perfect copy o of the el a 
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of thy Redeemer, that beautiful "—_ of / 
heavenly excellence. | $6; 639% 
his alone is 0560 the ing for- 
And you muſt die before you can attain a 
bleſſing ſo truly deſirable. and divine. As 
there is no attaining it on this fide the 
Jordan of death, you muſt meet with your 
adorable high prieſt in the middle of that 
cold ſtream, lay your hand upon his girdle &, 
and be obliged to him for introducing you 
to the oppoſite ſhore, where all before you 
ſhall be vaſt and boundleſs eternity. Then 
ſhall you find that you have left your im- 


purity behind, and wonder at your high 
attainments; though perhaps at preſent 


your heart and fleſh may be ready to fail at 
the thoughts of dying. It is now time to 
attend to the | 


How was our worthy friend taught to plead with, 
and to rely upon God her Saviour? Hear and learn ye 


who knew her. Lord, wilt not thou hear and help 


a poor ſinner to plead thy promiſes . Thou haſt promiſed 


to hear; fulfil thy promiſe—Come, Lord of all, thou 1 


haſt ſaid thou wilt never leave me, nor forſake me. 

O, remember the word on which thou haſt cauſed me 
to hope Am I not a daughter of Zion? A child of 
thine ? Have mercy, Lord, upon thine own child! 
My God, my righteouſneſs, and my all, fave. me, fave 
me from forrow and ſighing Heaven itſelf would be 
no Heaven to me without my God and Saviour, &c.“ 


; II. Thing 


, 
* © 


Ta). 
old Thing under this head, which, 4s 
; Nope is to enquire from whence the 
blood of Jeſus derives its cleanſing virtue ? 
Surely, were he none other than :a mere 
man, we ſhould have no reaſon to expect 
more from his blood than from that of a- 
nothet; for at beſt its, virtue could be ef- 
fectual only for himſelf, and the moſt that 
could be expected from either his obe- 
dience or ſufferings, would be to entitle 
himſelf to the divine regard, upon a level 
with other ſinleſs beings. But, my bre- 
thren, by attending cloſely to the ſubject, 
you will ſee that this cleanſing virtue, at- 
tributed to the blood *: 4 las, aries from 
ſuitable cauſes. | 

. Firſt, from the 1 of * ho and 
undertakings, as the called, the ſcaled,. 
and ſent of God. Had he without a di- 
vine call ſet himſelf at the head of his 
church as mediator, it might have been 
aſked, ©* Who hath required this at your 


hand ?” But if he undertook nothing to 


which he was not called; if God in coun- 
cil called him to the mediatorial work ; 
and if he replied, & Lo, I come,” then 
he went forth on the execution of his 

| | 5 Work 
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work with lawful authority, as one di- 
vinely called to the office he afſumed.— 
That his calling might be known, him 
the Father ſcaled ®, He poured out the 
holy ſpirit without meaſure upon him, 
and then he ſent him forth to fulfil the 
high purpoſes of everlaſting loving-kind- 


neſs.— As man and mediator, he came en- 
tirely i in obedience to the divine Father, 
and profeſſedly wrought his works by 
whom he was ſent. So that by the legal 

aſſumption of his office, and the ſubordi- 
nation of his mediatorial conduct, as the 
called, the ſealed and ſent of God, his 
blood became . efficacious for Cleanſing 
purpoſes. 

Yet theſe things of themſelves would 
ſtill have proved deficient, as the full and 
free conſent of his own will was indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary. Conſtrained obedience 
being! innate rebellion; without the entire 
conſent of his will, there could have been 
| nothing meritorious in his obedience, not 
even in his ſufferings and death. But of 
his willingneſs we are left without 4 doubt, 
ſeeing. he was no ſooner called to the ar- 


6 John vi, i. 27. 
5 duous 
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dus undertaking, than he replies, “Lo, 
| 1 come, in the volume of thy book it is 
written of me; I delight to do thy will, 
O my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart *.” To this profeſſion his conduct 
. was fully anſwerable. It cannot be for- 
gotten how, when in mildeſt accents he 
" accoſted the banditti in the ſolitary garden, 
they fell backward to the ground as thun- 
derſtruck. How calily therefore could 
"the ſame breath have hurried them pre- 
cipitately to endleſs deſtruction? But 
deſtroying work was no part of his bu- 
ſineſs; 3 his heart was ſet upon obedi- 
S ence. He had a baptiſm to be baptized 
with; and although it was to be in wrath 
and blood, he was ſtraitened, could not 
"loſe fight of it till it was accompliſhed. 
His foul was in travail, he longed to have 
his people redeemed, that he might ſecure 
the everlaſting ſalvation of eyery member 
of his myſtical body. 5 | 
" Thirdly, . Holineſs, in the whole of his 
perſonal character, was equally neceſſary 
to render his blood meritorious, and ef- 
fectual to cleanſe. One ſtain i in the nature, 


| „ Pfalms xl, 7, 8 0 * ; 
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or life. of the Lord Jeſus, would have ren- 
dered all his performances ineffectual. 
But ſeeing he is ſaid to have offered him- 
ſelf: as a lamb, without ſpot or blemiſh, : 
we may warrantably conclude, that pure 
in nature he is the HoryY Oxx of Is- 

' RAEL z that his converſation anſwered this 
high character, and that he was«therefore: 
ſeparate from fininers; ph 2 

- But all theſe things' combined-wasld not 
have given that cleanſing * aſcribed. 
to his blood, if'the- 

Fourth thing, which is ſuitable Signity; 
of perſon, had been wanting. Perſonal 
holineſs, if perfect, might, as was before 
obſerved, have recommended himſelf to the 
divine regard, but could avail nothing in 
behalf of others. The demerit of ſin 
being infinite, it could not have been expi- 
ated but by an atonement of infinite value: 
conſequently the blood of even the inno- 
nocent Jeſus, were he only a mere creature, 
could have been of no ſervice to: thoſe 
who had really broken the hearenly com- 
mandment. The merit of his blood de- 
pending on the dignity of his perſon, it is 
b that we oonſider him as IMMA- 
wort . III D 2 xUEL, 
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NET, God with us, | according to the 


ſctiptures. Then we ſee how rational irs” 


to aſcribe infinite merit to his blood; be- 


holding the moſt perfect humanity, offered 


a ſacriflee upon the altar of perſonal: di- 
vinity, tho ſacrifice thus offered receiving 
all its virtue and value from 
which it was ſanctifiet. $090 ait 
Take away then the divinity e 
Jeſus, as perſuaded by Atians and Soci- 
nians, and all his labouts, ſufferings and 
death avail us nothing; ſalvation by his 
blood is an empty dream; and all 5% rv 
Hope in him muſt fink into ruin. But if 


God was manifeſted in the fleſh; if -Jeſug 


be the bleſſed Immanuel; as long as his 
Deity i exiſts , ſo lohg) (hall! the efficacy oi 
his blood: continue, and thall,cleanſe the 
needy ſoul from all his fins; ,+If yqu, my 
dear heaters, ate acquainted with the aw- 
ful malignancy, of fin, if you ſee its juſt 
demetit, you muſt neceflarily ſec; allo. the 
neceſſity of a divine Saviour, able to ſave 
you to the uttermoſt ; therefore you will 
never militate againſt the n n 
dear Redermer's perſon. „ Süibasg 
= eee be alte, þ SEN 211115 p91 
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III. How it appears that Jeſus Chriſt is 
5 hat-Identical pellen, known bythe oame 
Son of God? Would time permit, and 
were: it thought neceſſary to enlarge upon 
an anſwer in this congregatien, it might 
be ſnewn, that To him all the prophets 
bore witneſs— Every promiſe of the Old 
Teſtament was fulfilled Every type and 
legal ceremony centered, and had its end 
in him. All the four evangeliſts, the ſe- 
veral authors of the other parts of the 
New Teſtament, confirm thewitneſs of the 
prophets— The hierarchy of Heaven de- 
ſcend by a divine commiſſion, and point 
him out as this identical perſon And that 
the teſtimony might be compleat,. the 
Holy Gbhaſt comes down viſibly upon him; 
the Father. ſpeaks twice in an audible voice 
from Heaven, and ꝓproclaims the perſon 
of his beloved and only begotten Son. 
- But to dwell upon theſe things, the truth 
of which is queſtioned by none of you, 
might well be thought next to trifling with 
your time; Which being new in — 
— elapſed, let us procred to ts 
III. General head, which is te de 
out ſome of the bleſſed effects of the doo- 


trine 
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trine of atonement; as opened to the un- 


derſtanding, and _— to the en 
heart. crrtog | . j A 1 

1. It diſcovers the purity and ſoirituality 
of the moral law, in ſuch a manner, as 
can never be experienced otherwiſe; this 
is a ſubject that is never effectually 'known 
till the doctrine of atonement is properly 
apprehended. 'We may indeed feel much 
of the evil of fin; and our own incapacity 


to deliver ourſelves from its baleful do- 
minion; we may ſee much of the rigour 
and ſeverity of the law, but we can never 
arrive at an acquaintance with its purity 
and perfection, till · we ſee that it requires 


an atonement of infinite value. And till 


ve ſee the purity and perfection of the di- 
vine law, how ſhall we lie low in the fight 
© of an infinitely hohy God, as conſcious 
rebels againſt his high authority? Our va- 
luable friend: now with Jeſus was remack- 

X ably favoured with a ſenſe of the extent 
and ſpirituality of the holy law, a ſenſe 
: which remained with her as long as ſhe 
remained with us. How frequent were 
her complaints of perſonal incapacity to 
- fulfil any part of its ſacred tenor? She was 
| | not 


_ 
not one who could be ' ſatisfied, as is the 
caſe of many, with having her outward 
converſation unreprovable in the fight of 
man: no, it was neceſſary to her comfort, 
that her heart ſhould he broken into ten- 
derneſs, and her whole ſoul reduced to the 
obedience of faith. The diſparity between 
the ineffable purity of God, the righteous 
lawgiver, and the workings of her own 
heart, kept her perpetually low before her 
Maker, and at times was the occaſion of 
many gloomy apprehenſions about her own 
mtereſt in jeſus. Her paths were fre- 
quently through 'the dark, although led 
by the fountain of life himſelf ; in a great 
meaſure owing to her more than ordinary 
acquaintance- with herſelf, and with that 
body of fin, of which all are by nature the 
defiled ſubjects. This acquaintance with 
ourſelves, wherever it is enjoyed, ulually 
lays the foundation of great ſtability in 
the inſtituted ways of religion; and with- 
out this, let our profeſſion ſoar ever fo 
high, and our knowledge in other points 
be ever ſo extenſive, there is little likeli- 
hood of our living to the glory of ado- 
rable Immanuel. Ae 
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It ought to be obſerved, ſecondly, That 
wherever the doctrine of atonement is open- 


ed up in the underſtanding, and applied 
to the heart, it ſets the foul at liberty, ele: 


vates it above all creature dependance, 


teaches to devolve its whole reliance on the 


omni potent arm of the. bleſſed Jeſus : it 


alſo ſtirs up to the moſt conſcientious and 
diligent improvement of the means of 


grace, as ſet before us in the ſcriptures. 
There arremany who call themſelves be- 
lievers, and claim all the privileges of the 
children of the higheſt, who, if we may 
judge of internal principles by outward 
conduct, give but very ſlender, if any evi- 
dence at all of their love to Jeſus. What 
ſhall we ſay of thoſe who are ſeldom ſeen 
at a place of worſhip, till ſervice is at leaſt 


half over ? Not to take any notice of ſuch 


as can idle away one, or all the opportuni- 
ties for ſanctuary worſhip, without appear- 


ing in the houſe of prayer? What can we 


ſay of thoſe who can comfortably | mix 


with the world, and at the ſame time pro- 


feſs to have fellowſhip with God, and with 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt? Such characters al- 
ways have been in the viſible church, and 

ſuch, 
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till ſuch, it is preſumed, there always will be, 


| the great judge ſhall ſeparate bis own ſheep” 


from the goats of Satan. But let no man 


deceive himſelf, for he who ſoweth to the 


fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; 
and he that ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhall'reap 
life everlaſting. Our ' bleſſed Redeemer 
has left us but one rule, by which we can 
Judge of one another, and that is, accord - 
ing to the fruits we ſeverally bring forth. 
in our lives and converſations. If there- 
fore, inſtead of the fruits of the ſpirit, 
there appear in the life of a profeſſor, no- 
thing but the fruits of the fleſh, it is un- 
warrantable to ſuppoſe, that his heart is 
under proper influence. All the world 
can never make it appear, that without a 
diligent uſe of appointed means, we can 
give adequate evidence of our love to Jeſus, 
That our dear departed Siſter was well 


taught, —experimentally taught in the doc- 


trine of atonement, and to her everlaſting 
conſolation had learned, “that the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God, cleanſeth 


from all fan,” many of us are living wit- 


neſſes. But her having thus lefirned to 
ſhake aff all, W vpon her own. 
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duties, had no tendency to abate her dili- 
gence in the uſe of appointed means. 
That pew in which the ſat, and which is 
now deſerted, ſhall never witneſs againſt 
het, for baving without cauſe neglc&ed 


to aſſemble with this church, to which 


ſhe had ſolemnly given up herſelf. Her 
precious Bible, in which ſhe greatly de- 


lighted, will be a laſting monument of 


her aſſiduous ſearch of the ſcriptures. The 
many piaces which to this hour lie folded 
in, at ſuch paſſages, on which her ſoul 
delighted to feed, in ſeaſons of great diſ- 
treſs, may, through the divine bleſſing» 
be means of ſtirring up others to follow 
her, even as ſhe followed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” Her way through life, ſince her 
converſion has been rough and trying, 
but the word of the Lord was a light to 
her feet, and a lamp to her path, in all 
her pilgrimage, and now ſhe is in full poi- 
ſeſſion of the promiſed reward. When 
lying within the view of an approaching 
eternity, how did ſhe long after the aſſem- 


bled church, to join once more with 


them in the worſhip of God, their com- 
mon Saviour; and even with her dying 
breath begged her love to be tendered to 

| her 
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| her fellow members: ſo that her love was 
a beautiful image of that of her Lord, who 
having loved his own who were in the 
world, loved them to the end. It is not 
often, that the hiſtory of modern church- 
es, furniſhes us with an inſtance of eſpou- 
ſal love, continuing without decay to the 
laſt moment, and therefore this inſtance 
of it before us ought not to paſs unnoticed. 
O, that it may be the means of reviving 
us all again, that we may rejoice in the 
God of our ſalvation. | ky 
Thirdly, The doctrine of atonement ex- 
perimentally known and embraced, will 
lead to an exact obſervance of the pure 
inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, as far as 
they are known, whether they be of 
a private, or of a more public nature, 
Our dear Ceparted friend was a very re- 
markable, and very inſtructive inſtance of 
this truth. Many of my hearers may re- 
member, that ſume months ago, when ſhe 
was taken, to all appearance, for death ; 
ſo violent was the effuſion of blood, that 
there was not the leaſt hope of her ſur- 
viving it. The attack was ſudden and 
alarming ; her evidences were clouded, 
and her ſoul was filled with confufion. It 
E 2 may 


Bas ©, 
may 8 be ſaid, hw felt 3 
came upon her, accompanied with ſuch 
horror, as of old fell upon the ſoul of the 
patriarch Abraham, prophetic of the bon 
dage of his progeny. 

Amidſt which darkneſs, 13 this 
perſuaſion abode firmly with her; that, 
could ſhe but have the elders of the church 
to come and pray with her, ſhe was fully 
ſatisfied that the Lord would hear their 
prayers according to his own promiſe, and 
would either reſtore her, or remove that 
unbelief which was the parent of her diſ- 
treſs, and thus ſet her foul at liberty, ſo 
that ſhe could lie reſigned to the divine 
diſpoſal... Accordingly ſhe called the offi- 
cers.of the church together; they made 
a point of attending their duty, and im- 
mediately waited upon her: prayer was 
made; prayer was heard, and we were 
departed from her chamber, but a very 
little ſpace, before her ſoul was ſet fully 
at liberty. You who viſited her, cannot 
eaſily forget i in what an heavenly. frame of 
mind ſhe lay for weeks together. Low, 
and to all appearance at the very point of 
death, yet was, as in the very porch of 

heaven, 


A. 
| F 37 $ 
heaven, ready to join the hoſts above, in 
rehearſing the works of her almighty Re- 
deemer. | 
At a ſeaſon of later date, when conſci- 
ous that ſhe was drawing very near to the 
borders of eternity, and at the ſame time 
under ſevere buffettings of the powers of 
darkneſs; harraſſed with temptations, aſ- 
faulted with many unbelieving doubts and 
fears; ſhe was led to take the ſame me- 
thod, and God was equally gracious, and 
condeſcended to vouchſafe his bleſſing. 
She called the elders of the church toge= 
ther : a ſecond time, on purpoſe. to give her 
up to God in prayer, as one whoſe ſole de- 
pendance was upon his free and ſovereign 
mercy. Prayer was made, prayer was 
heard, and from that moment, the enemy 
had no advantage over her ſo much as for 
the ſpace of a minute. This is not men- 
tioned with a view. to introduce what may, 
by ſome, be deemed a novelty ; ; but a bare 
relation of matter of fact: nor is it with a 
view to exalt the character of the deceaſed. 
No; a fear leaſt ſomething might bp 
faid in her behalf as a woman, and as 
Chriſtian, was the ſole cauſe of her at Al 


objecting | 
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objecting to a funeral ſermon: but ſurely 
we may ſpeak well of the grace of God, 
which was ſo abundantly conferred on her; 
and the rehearſing theſe things, may, in 
ſome meaſure, ſerve to ſhew the advan- 
tage of embracing divine inſtitutions in 
their native ſimplicity 3- which is a privi- 
lege to which every believer is entitled. 
The meaneſt member has a right to call 
the elders of the church to pray with him, 
In a ſeaſon of affliction; and the richeſt 
' member is not above ſubmitting to it as a 
duty; more eſpecially, it becomes our du- 
ty, as we have had recent inſtances of the 
honour conferred by the e on his 
own inſtitutions. 

4th, The doctrine of atonement experi- 
mentally known and believed, inſpires the 
ſoul with faith, hope, and comfort; bears 
up the ſpirits in the greateſt trials, and 
gives fortitude even in the agonies of dy- 
ing; as well as excites longing deſires af- 
ter the enjoyment of the bleſſed Author of 
redemption. How remarkably was this 
the caſe of our friend, who could not for- 
bear, amidſt all her infirmity and weak 
neſs, to ſpeak well of her beſt beloved. 
E 2 Her 


1 
Her apothecary, for whom ſhe had a parti- 


cular eſteem, ſome days before her death, 
aſking after her welfare, ſhe replied, 1 
am ſafe in the hands of Chriſt; but O, | 
Sir, I am greatly concerned for many of 
my acquaintances, who, I fear, know not 
the way of life.“ Begged that he would 
ſearch the ſcriptures, that he might know 
the mind and will of God for himſelf, and 
continued, whilſt ſtrength endured, thus 
to recommend the bleſſed Saviour to him, 
alledging in excuſe for her freedom, that 
ſhe could not help ſpeaking a word for . 
great Lord and Maſter. 
Let thoſe who attended her, recollect 
her expreſſions « of love, deſire, and confi 
dence... © O, what a bleſſing to be in 
Chriſt ! To know that he in whom 1 have. 
believed. is able to ſave to the very utter 
mot. — Jeſus, take me to thyſeli—O that 
I could meet with Chriſt Jeſus my Lord—, 
O to fall aſleep in the arms of my Wow 
deemer—My heart and fleſh now faileth, 
but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever Lord turn me not 
back again into the world, but let me come 


home to thee.” Such were the pathetic 
breath- 


4% 

| breathigs of a, ſoul ready to take wing | for 
5 heaven, though ſtill in a ſhattered tene- 
| ment ; 3 breathings which increaſed as "the 
time of diſlolution approached. How 
| ſteadily \ was her ſoul ſtaid upon the Lord 
to her lateſt moment. Lord draw bear, 
ſtrengthen my ſoul, that my faith fail not. 
AI am afraid, deareſt Lord, that I ſhould 
be left to diſhonour thee—Come, dear 
Lord, and take me to thyſelf, that this de- 
cayed body may be at reſt—Cut ſhort thy 
work, and glorify thyſelf —Dear Jefus, 
take me this night home, if conſiſtent with 
thine infinite wiſdom *.” It is not always 
indeed, that grace is ſo remarkably in ex 
erciſe in the laſt difficulties ; but the final 
ſeeurity of every | believer is ſuſpended up- 
on the immutable word of promiſe, Which, 
like! its adorable Author, is infallible. 
Haying thus, taken a brief view of the 
810 matter of the text, the whole may 
© cloſed with the following remarks, Pe 


6) gie ts” very deſirous of ang that night 
on Which ſhe died, and ſome time before ſhe died ſaid, 
<< Theſe lips ſnall receive no more food , below, but 
en be ann with the fineſt of the wheat.“ 
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1. It may be inferred, that if PTY} 


were not . univerſally polluted, God hac 
never put himſelf to ſuch vaſt expence in 


opening the cleanſing fountain. Thoſe 
who flatter themſelves in their own deceiv=' 


ings, and truſt in the goodneſs of their 


hearts, the purity, of their nature, will one 


day find to their ſad experience, that he 
who ſaith he hath no ſin, deceiveth him- 
ſelf, and the truth is not in him; yea that 
he diſhonoureth God, and maketh him a 
liar. To lean on an arm of fleſh, to deſ- 
piſe the way of ſalvation, is in effect the 
fame as to treaſure up to yourſelves wrath - 
againſt the righteous judgment of the moſt 
high. May the Lord open your eyes to 
| your danger before your caſe be remedi= 
leſs z and direct you to waſh in the blood 
of Jeſus, that you may be clean. | 
2. From what has been ſaid, we have 
an example of diligence ſet before us, and 

by this providence every church member 

is called upon to follow her, who, through 
faith and patience, hath weathered every 
difficulty, and now hath received the pro- 
miſe. Thoſe of you who are under temp- 
tations, to indolence and ſloth, reſpecting 


3 _ -. ths. 


—ůůů— 


— 
——— — 


8 —— — — — 
— — — — — — — — — - 
— — - — - = 2 —̃ñʒ —-— ——E” N 
— 4 
- - — —.— — — — — _ * \ 
== — 2 . 2  -- — — 22. — = — J 
— — — — — — — — 
—— —ẽlnH . TT , ̃ ͤ . ]§—t⅞M:... ... — . . — —— — _—_— - — 
4 - — — ” pr Pa m—n—_—_yy — — ms, — 
— ——— — Ra cu. — — — — — — — — — JIE —— — - — - . ep 
* — — _ — — — — — a — 
— — — — 2 — _ - — —— — — — — — — 
— — 5 = - — 
— — — — — 
— — —— — —2 — — — — — — — — SS ISI 2 — 
— — — — — — 
— — 


— — — — — — 
— _— 2 — 
— — —— — AS 


— ron nr ues nn — —— 
— . — 2 — 
—ͤͤ er e_—_ —— — 


[1421] 


© the duties of- your tation; in the church 
_ and in the family, are, in a more particu- 


lar manner, called upon to conſider” yout 


- ways, and to turn to the Lord, by cloſely 


walking with him in his ordinances. My 


loſs as a miniſter; your loſs as a church 
is great, A praying member is a peculiar 


bleſſing to a goſpel church. Such a mem- 
bercwe have loſt . One who rarely, if ever, 
forgot either her miniſter, or her church 
and its Officers, : when | ſhe ' bowed her 
knees to the Father of mercies. O, may 
the Lord make up this loſs unto us, by 
pouring out a double portion of his ſpirit 


upon the reſidue, and by adding to our 
number, thoſe who ſliall be nen for 


Zion's welfare, 

whc {7 What has been ſaid Bel inatter' of 
encouragement to ſuch of you, as Walk in 
darkneſs, and have no light. Here you 
ſee one, whoſe paths were frequently dark 
and thorny; one who was frequently toſs- 


ell with the tempeſt of outward afflictions, 
" well 28 with inward temptations in ſuch 


a manner, as to give occaſion to unbelief to 
Interpret them, as all making againſt her; 
as {ymptoms of divine anger, rather than 

* the 


(S.- - 


the offects of ſovereign goodnels.” But the 


end oro Ee the work. = Her God, her 
faithful God, was true to his promiſe. — 


He never forſook her. When ſtruggling 


hand to hand with Death; all her dark- 
neſs was diſpelled, and the enemy was as 


| ill as a one while ſhe was paſſing over 
Jordan. No power could turn her eye 


aſide from the heavenly Canaan, or with- 
draw her attention from the glories upon 
which ſhe was entring. — Nothing could 


ſeduce her heart from a fteady truſt in 


her deareſt Lord; becauſe ſhe knew that 
« the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 


God, cleanſeth from all fin.” It cleanſed 


her; and it will cleanſe you. 80 long 
therefore as the atonement of Jeſus is ſuf- 
ficient for ſuch important purpoſes, you 
may look up and expect redemption, you 
may rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
and in the proſpect of happineſs for ever- 
more. 8 | ? 

You, Sir, whoſe lot it is to be princi- 
pal mourner on this occaſion, muſt un- 


doubtedly be affected by the bereaving Pro- 
vidence — You have loſt a pleaſant, a com- 
fortable, an uſeful companion, with whom 


you 
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vou are wont to take ſweet counſel; one 
who Was an belp· meet to you in the full - 
1 ſenſe of the word. But it was God 
who, gave, and who alſo took away; and 
bleſſed be his name, he took her not away 
before he made you both acquainted with 
himſelf. The very manner of her remo+ 
val muſt have been, in ſome. ſenſe, a bleſ- 


<q fivg. to you, in diſcovering the permanen 
cy of everlaſting, love, and the ſtability of 


the covenant of promiſe; ſo that you may 


ſing to the Lord of Mercy as well as of 


judgment; and rejoice in hope of the full 
Ae of: his glory. | 1 $6" bogld arty bn 
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